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Introduction
Anne-Marie Sassen
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AGENDA | Transition Challenge

Time Topic Presenter

15:45 5 min Welcome Anne-Marie Sassen (EIC/EISMEA)

15:50 30 min
EIC Transition call “Full scale Micro-Nano-Bio devices for 

medical and medical research applications”
Enric Claverol (EIC/EISMEA)

16:20 30 min
Q & A session about the challenge and technical details of the 

challenge

Enric Claverol, Marco Giorgini (EIC/EISMEA); 

all participants via Sli.do

16:55 5 min Closing remarks Anne-Marie Sassen & Enric Claverol

17:00 End of the session
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In 2023 EIC allocates ∼€1.6bn to Open and Challenge 
calls by its Pathfinder, Transition, Accelerator programs

Credits:  Franc Mouwen (PM Construction technologies)
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Useful links to the EIC Work Programme 2023:

EIC Work Programme 2023:
(the legal basis)

Recording of EIC Info-day 13 December:
(not repeated today)
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Micro-Nano-Bio 

Transition Challenge
Enric Claverol

Margo Giorgini
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices

Enric Claverol-Tinturé

The views expressed in this presentation is the sole responsibility of the Programme Manager and does not 

necessarily reflect the views of the European Commission

Disclaimer
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

Brief reminder on Agency goals

- EIC was created to bring EU science to the user (market)

- We seek to create a pipeline of technology projects and companies with 

high probability of reaching their markets

- EIC supports deep tech projects

Pathfinder

Transition

Accelerator
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

Pathfinder vs Accelerator topics

Pathfinder

Topic = area where an important problem needs a new tech solution.

Realizing this solution will bring societal change and market advantage.

We allow and encourage high-risk high-return technology developments.

But target a real user need (future product or service).

Creativity by technology inventors is welcome. 

But fundamental research is more appropriate for ERC and other programmes. 

Focus on an end tech product.

Pathfinder

Transition

Accelerator



1010

Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

Transition

Capture the most “transitionable” results from PF

Bridge funding to increase readiness for investment

Topics = broad scope, cast a wide net to avoid missing opportunities

Pathfinder

Transition

Accelerator
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

Pathfinder vs Accelerator topics

Accelerator (create and grow global medtech companies)

Topic = area where new tech solutions are ready to reach the market.

Focus on reaching the persons in need of the solution (market entry).

Focus on growing a Europe-based Global Leader.

We allow and encourage entrepreneurial risk taking.

Target a real user need (“short-term” product or service).

Limited research appropriate for Accelerator (given limited time-frame to enter market).

Pathfinder

Transition

Accelerator
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

To know if an idea matches what the EIC is looking for:

- Check successful Accelerator projects funded in the past (these are the end goal)

see e.g. EIC 2022 Impact Report, Cordis website or EIC lists of beneficiaries

- High tech content + product focused + market/product fit

- Work with national NCPs

- Successful creation of European market leaders. Save lives. 
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Why EIC Transition?

Suppport of novel

technologies

Commercialisation support

The Open funding support

Challenges: predefined 

thematic priorities (project

portoflios)

Who can apply?

Pathfinder* & H2020 FET*

H2020* or HEU* if on topic

FET ERA NETs* 

Eu Defence Fund (Preparatory

Action on Defence Resarch)

ERC PoC*

Financial contribution

€0.5 - 2.5 mil

EIC Transition Open and Challenges 2023

*Started 12 months before or ended less than 24 months after the call deadline
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• Absolutely YES!  WP2023 clearly mention this:

• If you were not part of the eligible project whose results are 
further developed in the EIC Transition proposal, you need to 
include in your proposal a commitment letter from the relevant 
owner(s) of the result(s), 

• which confirms the commitment of the owner of the eligible 
project result to negotiate with you fair, reasonable and non-
discriminatory access to such results, including IPR, for the 
purpose of future commercial exploitation.

Can you apply if you are not part of the initial 
consortium?
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functional version of the 
technology tested or 

demonstrated in relevant 
environment (TRL 5-6)

supported by a sound and 
implementable 

commercialisation strategy

END POINT

Proof of concept
validated in the lab (TRL3/4)

& 
YES

to all questions below

technology

track

business 

track

Core elements of a good proposal

STARTING POINT

Is the technology ready for the next steps?

Have you performed early market / competition 

explorations ?

Do you have a motivated and diverse team for 

commercialisation?
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How to find
partners?
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Problem statement

• There are researchers who have developed proof of concept as 
part of their H2020, HEU or ERC or FET project, but they are not so 

confident to go to market.

• While there are SMEs, startups or entrepreneurs that want to find,
connect with or benefit from project results ...
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Getting involved if not part
of an eligible project

• Use the list of eligible projects

• Use the Innovation radar to identify projects results

• Use the ERC Research Info System & search PoC

• Contact owner of results and coordinator of eligible project

• Explore if there is an alignment of interest and potential for 
collaboration

• Start writing (together) your proposal  

https://www.innoradar.eu/
https://erc.europa.eu/projects-figures/erc-research-information-system
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You found an interesting innovation?!
What's next?

• Get (inter) connected

• Talk to your NCP(s) (National Contact Point): 

• There are NCPs specialised on ERC or 
FET/Pathfinder, Accelerator… 

• Contact the owner(s) of the technology 
and/or members of the consortia.

• Explore if there is an alignment of interest 
and potential for collaboration

• Get involved 

• Try to reach an agreement for a possible 
consortia

• Start writing (together) your proposal.
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Apply by

12 April &

27 September

EIC Transition 
2022 - 2023

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43121666;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

WP2023 Challenge: Micro-Nano-Bio devices

Transition topic:

Total funding: 20M for 

this Challenge

Deadlines: 

12 April

27 September
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

WP2023 Challenge: Micro-Nano-Bio devices

Transition topic:

Total funding: 20M for 

this Challenge

Deadlines: 

12 April

27 September
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

WP2023 Challenge: Micro-Nano-Bio devices

Transition topic:

Total funding: 20M for 

this Challenge

Deadlines: 

12 April

27 September
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

WP2023 Challenge: Micro-Nano-Bio devices

Transition topic:

Total funding: 20M for 

this Challenge

Deadlines: 

12 April

27 September
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

WP2023 Challenge: Micro-Nano-Bio devices

Transition topic:

Total funding: 20M for 

this Challenge

Deadlines: 

12 April

27 September
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

WP2023 Challenge: Micro-Nano-Bio devices

Transition topic:

Total funding: 20M for 

this Challenge

Deadlines: 

12 April

27 September
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Medical Technologies and Medical Devices
E. Claverol-Tinturé

WP2023 Challenge: Micro-Nano-Bio devices

Transition topic:

Total funding: 20M for 

this Challenge

Deadlines: 

12 April

27 September
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Pro-active management after selection of proposals

• Projects implementation

• Matchmaking EIC funded project with VCs, (private) equity investors, corporates, trade-fair, EU 

Research infrastructure, OITBs…

• Stakeholder mapping and engagement strategy, business plans, promoting partnerships & 

fundraising opportunities

• Synergies with other funding instruments

• Policy, standards, regulatory bottlenecks to innovation

• PM guides you towards Accelerator
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Feedback from the Jury Members

Applicants must provide clarity on aspects related to

• Technical milestones,

• IPR ownership,

• budget and allocation of resources,

• technical and business risks,

• current and expected TRLs at the end of the project,

• interdependence of work packages and tasks,

• the future exploiting team, and

• the credibility of the business objectives.
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Major weaknesses of the NoGO proposals

Lessons

• Know the market you 
plan to enter

• Know the  competition 
you will face

• Know the problem you 
are solving
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Major strengths of the GO proposals

Succesful proposals
have

• Great innovation

• Competent team to 
develop technology and 
investigate market and 
business
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EIC Transition Overall results 2022

ineligible evaluated
success

rate

May cut off

September

cut off 104

210 66 144 20

287 183

14%

14-20

%

submitted funded
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Useful links to the EIC Work Programme 2023:

EIC Work Programme 2023:
(the legal basis)

Recording of EIC Info-day 13 December:
(not repeated today)
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Questions: contact your National Contact Point

National Contact Points for Horizon Europe:
(NCP Portal)


