
WHY?

Artificial photosynthesis 
is a promising 
breakthrough 
technology  
for producing 
sustainable 
alternatives  

to fossil fuels.

THE CHALLENGE WILL:

The EU will award 
€5 million to the 
best technology 
that produces 
sustainable 
fuel by combining 
sunlight, water 
and carbon 
via artificial 
photosynthesis. 

The solution must be a fully functional prototype.

The EU encourages finding new ways of using  
solar energy and thus contributes to the  

fight against climate change. 

The contest is open 
to individuals, groups, 
organisations and 
companies in Europe 
and internationally.

©
 E

ur
op

ea
n 

U
ni

on
, 2

02
1.

 |
 I

m
ag

e 
©

 B
ro

sk
o 

#2
35

56
36

40
, i

fo
ng

 #
82

14
21

85
, 2

01
7.

 S
ou

rc
e:

 S
hu

tt
er

st
oc

k.
co

m
 |

 P
ub

lic
at

io
ns

 O
ffi

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
Eu

ro
pe

an
 U

ni
on

 |
 I

SB
N

: 9
78

-9
2-

76
-3

63
41

-5
  D

O
I:1

0.
27

77
/3

66
28

  K
I-

09
-2

1-
12

7-
EN

-N

More information on the Prize:

  #eicHorizonPrize
europa.eu/!bH49tW

ec-fuelfromsun-eic-prize@ec.europa.eu

accelerate the development of new solar 
energy conversion systems to produce 
renewable fuels for industry, housing and 
transport

1

SOLVE THE CHALLENGE

€5 million

DEADLINE
6 October 2021

WHO CAN 
PARTICIPATE?

  #EU_EIC
  #H2020Energy
  #MissionInnovation

ec.europa.eu/research/eic
http://mission-innovation.net/

prizeEIC HORIZON

ARTIFICIAL 
PHOTOSYNTHESIS:  
FUEL FROM THE SUN

CHALLENGE

foster collaboration among potential 
applicants, such as companies, students, 
researchers and engineers, in Europe and 
around the world

2

raise public awareness of this new 
technology

3

support the Mission Innovation challenge 
‘Converting sunlight into storable solar 
fuels’
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☑	sustainability: environmental 
performance/resource consumption

MAIN REQUIREMENTS

☑
	performance: system integration from 
light capture to fuel production – the fuel 
must be capable of powering a small engine  

☑	scalability: commercial potential of the 
device

E U R O P E A N 
I N N O V A T I O N 
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