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From ERC PoC to EIC Transition
An overview



ERC PoC

Continous
Calls

Open to all ERC grantees

7-page 
proposal

Clear selection
criteria

Results in
100 days

Competitive
process

A selection process that looks into ideas generated in ERC-funded projects 
and selects among them the most competitive for translation into a concept 

to be further developed towards an innovation 
and/or an entrepreneurial venture 

150K EUR

3 cut-off dates/ year 18-month project

Simple and efficient

Competent evaluators 36% success rate
Focus: breakthrough 
innovation potential



ERC Proof 
of Concept
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Successful
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(invent and/or produce 
analytic design)

Development
(detail design  and test;
redesign and produce)

Commercialisation
(distribute &
market)

Typical 
Primary 
Investors

-Universities
-Funding Agencies
-EU FPs
-ERC

-Entrepreneurs
-Seed/Angel  Investors
-EU FPs
-Other public grants

-Venture Capitalists
-EU FPs

-IPO

European Innovation: financial support

RESEARCH

KNOWLEDGE

Potential market
(perceived 
user needs)

ERC Frontier 
Research 

-Universities

-Funding Agencies
-National budgets
-EU FPs 
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-EIC Pathfinder 

-EIC Accelerator -EIC Transition 

Ff

f

f f f

Adapter from: “The chain-linked model of innovation, Kline and Rosenberg 1986”; and 
“Bridging the Valley of Death: Transitioning from Public to Private Sector Financing,  L. Murphy, P. Edwards” Published 2003



2011: PoC was created to bridge the 
Valley of Death
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Marketable
Innovations

ERC-funded 
Ideas

ERC PoC

After 10 years: PoC remains closer to idea generation 
than to innovation 
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An Empirical Assessment of the ERC PoC
Independent  Report 2017 
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1. Have the results of your ERC-funded research directly contributed to the
creation of a new company?

2. Have the results of your ERC-funded research been transferred to a
preexisting company?

Count of User name

New company? Total

Don't know 196

No 4406

Yes 273

Grand Total 4875

Count of User name

Transferred to a preexisting company? Total

Do not know 195

No 4389

Yes 291

Grand Total 4875

Response rate: 52.6%

Survey launched to 9,270 PIs of ERC grants (closed 4/12/2020)
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Survey - 291 Transfer YES

PoC no PoC

32%

68%

*10% of the 4,874 PIs responding to the Survey have a PoC

Survey – 273 Company YES

Poc no Poc

59%41%
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Budget 10ml Budget 10ml Budget 10ml Budget 15ml Budget 20ml Budget 20ml Budget 20ml Budget 20ml Budget 25ml Budget 25ml

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 TOTAL

Proposals 139 120 279 426 323 405 497 417 498 513 3617

Funded 51 60 67 121 160 159 160 160 199 166 1303

Success 37% 50% 24% 28% 50% 39% 32% 38% 40% 32% 36%
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ERC Proof of Concept 2011-2020
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Thank you!

Laura.Pontiggia@ec.europa.eu


