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Jorge CANOVAS MONTOYA 

Project Advisor
EISMEA I.01
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The European policies behind the EIC Prizes 

Horizon Europe

European Innovation 

Council

Work Programme 2023

New EU 

Innovation 

Agenda

Green Deal

New EU 

Bauhaus

Renovation 

wave and 

RepowerEU

Breakthrough 

innovation

Why an EIC Prize? A tool to support public policies and stimulate positive change
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The EIC Prizes 2023 ecosystem:

recognising and promoting all the 
actors from the innovation ecosystem.
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The European Capital 
of Innovation Awards 2023 in detail
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Innovation with 

citizens at the core

Better 

future and 

place to 

live in

Tackling 

societal 

challenges

1. iCapital objectives 

Recognise cities promoting inclusive innovation ecosystems

Innovation to improve cities’ resilience and 

sustainability

Promote the citizens’ 
involvement in governance and 
decision-making process. 

Contribute to open and 
dynamic urban innovation 
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2. Categories and awards

The European 
Capital of 
Innovation

The European 
Rising 
Innovative City

From 250 000 inhabitants

50 000 and up to 249 999 inhabitants

1 winner (1 000 000 €) + 2 runners up (100 000 €)

1 winner (500 000 €) + 2 runners up (50 000 €)

Recognition and visibility to your innovation ecosystem 

Winners and runners up to join the EIC Prizes alumni network 



88

3. Eligibility criteria 

Winners of former European Capital of Innovation Awards editions, as well as
2022 runners-up are not eligible. (This does not apply to previous finalist cities)

For the European Capital of Innovation category: a population of minimum 250 000 inhabitants.
(In countries where there are no such cities, the biggest cities are eligible and can only apply to a
single category, provided that their population is of minimum 50 000 inhabitants.)

For the European Rising Innovative City category: a population of 50 000 and up to 249 999
inhabitants.

The candidate city must be located in a Member State or Associated Country to Horizon
Europe.
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Award criterion 1

Experimenting

The city as a test bed for 
innovative practices

Haarlem - Bus shelters on the Verwulft street have a roof with sedum plants on them. The green roofs help to improve air quality in the city and have positive effect on biodiversity

CCredits: Jurriaan Hoefsmit
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Award criterion 2

Escalating

Accelerating the growth of start-ups and SMEs 
by stimulating investments, resources, and 

talents.

Credits: François Moura - MAMP
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Award criterion 3 

Ecosystem building 

Fostering synergies between public sector, 
industry, academia, and citizens 

Credits: Municipality of Aveiro and Pedro Cerqueira
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Award criterion 4

Expanding

The city a model for others to follow: i.e., mutual 
learning, knowledge transfer and cooperation 

enhancement  

Credits: Michael Theurer
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Award criterion 5 

City innovative vision

Long-term strategic vision / plan to 
positively transform the city and 
develop a sustainable innovation 
ecosystem 

Credits: Janne Savon
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5. Timeline

Milestone Date

Call opening 8 March 2023

Deadline for submission 29 June (17:00:00 Brussels time)

Remote evaluation July - September

Hearings September - October

Award ceremony November
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Past winners
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Thank you!
Interested? 
Check the iCapital webpage:
The European Capital of 
Innovation Awards 
(europa.eu)

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-prizes/european-capital-innovation-awards_en
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Vincent Wallaert, Head of the European Funding Unit

Aix-Marseille Provence Metropole
European Capital of Innovation 2022
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What makes your
city unique?



2020

The second largest 
Metropole
in France

1,8
million inahabitants

92
Cities

3149
km2

Euro-Mediterranean 
hub
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A land of contrast
and diversity

Nature and 
landscape diversity

Nature and 
landscape diversity

A mosaic of people 
and culture
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What challenges do 
you face?
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Air pollution

Social inclusion
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What are the values 
you want to bring
forward?
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Our vision

Climate-
resilient urban 
lifestyle

Innovative 
diversity

The sustainable 
Mediterranean city

Social 
inclusion
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What is our “city of tomorrow ?

Climate-resilient 
urban lifestyle

Innovative 
diversity

The sustainable 
Mediterranean city

Social 
inclusion

A city where inhabitants are key stakeholders of urban policies

A city where different worlds meet

A city supporting innovative entrepreneurship for the well-being of the population 
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Who is in your team?
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Social 
innovation 
network

Technology 
centres

Start-up support

Aix-Marseille-
Provence operational 
directorates

Smart city 
alliance

Science master plan

European 
affairs

Sharing challenges & solutions with internal and external experts

Chief 
innovation 
office
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Innovation?

What for?



3030

Cleantech & Biomed

Green transition

Good governance

Social inclusion
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Which projects
support your story 
& match with the 
criteria of the 
competition?
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Collect data, facts
and figures
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Maps Schemes Figures Benchmarks …
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The Application form

• Know the criteria and 
stick to it !

• Don’t give up and 
appreciate the process ☺
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The Jury hearing

• Video

• PPT presentation

• Preparation

• Team cohesion

• Improvisation
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The Ceremony
in Bruxelles
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www.ampmetropole.fr      

@Metropole Aix-Marseille-Provence     
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Valentina Schippers-Opejko, Coordinator Urban Agenda Partnership on 
Innovative and Responsible Public Procurement

City of Haarlem
European Rising Innovative City 2022





100% climate 
neutral in 

2050

Why is the City of Haarlem an Innovative City?

City of Haarlem

Innovation!

Social & 
economic 
challenges

Sustainability 
& EU Green 
Deal goals 100% circular 

procurement 
in 2030

We are working as ONE TEAM at all levels - mayor, 
councilors, employees, partners and stakeholders in the 

city, students and citizens!



Experimenting – How the City of Haarlem embeds innovative 
concepts and practices, processes, tools, and governance models?

City of Haarlem

Local produced sustainable energy on an 
alternative energy marketplace

Electric charging stations for boats



Escalating – How the City of Haarlem stimulates innovative start-ups & 
SMEs and driving innovation demand through innovation public 
procurement?

Vul de presentatietitel in via Invoegen - Koptekst en voettekst



Ecosystem building – How the City of Haarlem contributes to 
innovation ecosystem within the city by fostering synergies among 
public, industry, civil society, citizens and academia?

City of Haarlem



Expanding – How the City of Haarlem boosts the local innovation 
ecosystem by promoting mutual learning, knowledge / experience 
transfer and capacity building?

City of Haarlem

Urban Agenda Partnership on Innovative and Responsible Public 
Procurement - YouTube

De Metropoolregio Amsterdam werkt aan 
duurzaamheid - MRA (mraduurzaam.nl)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YlALB4FbNY
https://mraduurzaam.nl/


PREPARING SOURCING CHECKING REHEARSAL OTHER TIPS

• Start preparing as soon as possible!
• One coordinator 
• Read the requirements and criteria

• Collect information about the 
relevant projects and initiatives
• Involve colleagues and stakeholders

• Check if all projects and 
initiatives are relevant

• Check if the texts are to-the-
point

• Prepare the Rehearsal very well
• The participants have good knowledge 
about content of the application

• Resources for making of the 
video (3,000-5,000 euro’s)
• Enough capacity

TIPS FOR APPLICANTS
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@EUeic

#Eueic # iCapitalAwards


